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€" A$"f i)scf nlhrrr Li t o l; ! i s t ;.: jr.,u:rraI

$ uf ;he :lrrt-ric:rl: I-il"rar;, Xssu-g-*J ciarior, p'rbl.islr".d r!,." rcsuli* t,i
a l)0ll in rEhicli childrell sifoss Eitc-

Urrited Sr.rres clrosr tlicirl far.'crritr.
buoks. O{ the iiit"r,boaks sclrcteJ,
:rssr:rtrd titles ht'.lr.idv Jllrr:ur.. rn nLi-
tli()f wlr{lse Lsilt-r'or.ers;al t;,.ylqq hx1,'
hrcuglrr ircr farrie in rhe last decarlr'"
v'ort fir'st p.ia(rr secuild. pllice, tlrir,l
pia.cc, lilth ul.rcc {E. B. 1* hiLt's
"Ci:arlc(irts llieh" rs;rs f i.:u r Ll: ), re nrlr
place, rlrilteenth p!:rrr. sr.r.rltcurifh
;:lrcr:, tivenir'-sc1"en(n plac*, tlrirrl *
thirrl pLcc. ar;rl ririrry-rri'lrrlr ;;lacr:.
Orri-l thrtt l,f lJlunr."s r,..r"h'e nu,'1.
ixr c]:iIi!re* fail*.d .r* :rrrake lhs list.
Lilrinr. shr,x,c,! ;r riear: 1:::ir o{ heels to
such longtinre x,ir:rrr'r$ as Shcl $iirrr-
str'i!1' a spet:irlist in con:ic r-ersci
trVatrtrr FarJe-1, arrd Lis Ill;rek $tallion;
Dei.edy Ciearl''s rxluf h-lsred fteurorrai'f':lliien's f",i,'rt "i eh+ Rings: air<l
i-aura I::galis l'VilJcr''s Littje-i l":rrse.

***K,g
C/rilf.r-**r'r S*lr$r jsr- #A,rr*rs*r
things couhl ire-rr,,..rrse: a llalturr Bcr,k,
stclrcs i)est-!;{llly lisr ilr }irl*ru:rr},,
lr)$2, co*sisrr* airlr;sr el'riiel.r- oi
$tlar*:be;ry Iihcrtcakes, Smurfs,'fJjs-
rir.l , ;iritl- $e-qam* :lr,rrt spinr,Ss: r,i'j;'
l3lur:re . Silve rstein, ;ii<l {.'. S. L*r, is
r:rlni,gnl r+ l:eep *:eir h*ads abor"e t-hv
ride *{ i:rclal:s rr:<l hrighr-coltr*J
cardbrrirrd. "Fc,r 11,6*,' r*orner;ts oI
iLusr"r;itirn arrtl dcspai r" r'c.r *efi c},r,,. t liat
as .iihlarirrrs nriri teacJrers 1,ui: izi' ire
an irrfl',;errre,." tlre e,liic': c+ur:stlJcd.
"[]:rltori bocks r-re b*irrgJ liurclrrre<j
rvithnirt hsrrcfit o{ cali::g tear:hrrs' arr,l
librariar:s" rcading urr!d:r,rr< and rlrc
tiil{*ge;rce s1l*x.s:}'

ll ir inrvr,:stir:g rJrat .itrdr. J-ilur:rt"s
err,l1. Fna:{:e5:i -rcas ar:!ri*l.ed r:ith*ut
mltir help flor:r t*;rlrers <:r libialisns.
'.1'heii evatruatirr! of nerr,i hoc,ks, pirh-
lished in tr:ule jr:r:rrr:rls, r,grnrali,l, Ce-
t*rmines lvrether a {rr,r,k r'.ill be
It'ur:ht bi' s.:hc,ols arr,j li,:raiies. 4e-
corJirrg qr: unq ui JJlulrr's *.lir"uls-

Ilirhar* Ja*ks*:r, r:$ Sirarlhury'f}.r*ssu
Elume's cnilr. hocks sun'ir.ed ,lesliitc
ril;rpd ri.eiclt-,s ()r rrr., teviervs at *!1.
"1fJ:rr cr:irics thir;k al,*rir -[rrdy :rr:,1
rEhat ki& rhi::ll zrl:c,ur. ii"r is-a Jl.il<,i.-
ilnl) uf ir;rri lirrd 1.!1fi f11 .;t lqrng
tirne," l.:e rt'rnarke{i *'h.cn I pht.l*eii
h;1r1 ri(enrlli tr.' a.sk cbcrit Blun:.e's puh-
lishing hi.r,,:r1'. Fifr:err' lrritrs asn,
jurir' IJlunie iti*s 

" r*s,lc.si irous**jite
rvith 11r'1 y*urrg chil.rlrerr, iiving i*
$cotcli Plain*, i';-erl' 

Jersc.l . !lrr: ruas
r*i:ir,g a *'riting \'*rJrsr, ar:r! \yas
rvc,rking #n pi''t!:re ht)*ks ft,r srrral)
chll;lrrn illi ()]r a shurt uc,r'el ahour l
liill* tr:i's reat'rir,lr tr; the alriili ci a
bi:itk tanrih' in lrcr .:li-r,hit, rrridrlJe-
cl;rss sulrurhal': nclgjlirorl)&od. r\frcr
scring a mrrrrion c,l llc',.dhur) F*ss iri
i. writerst firxgJz;rlr, lllu:tr l;rlrt rh*
editr,r* tlr* nlallu.irripr of r|;i'r;ur.el.-I-lrci frl:nd p:olr,isc'in ir ;irrrl *ffer.C
srrggr.'tiuns un rerisic,n. lllun:t was;in
ragql p:iilil; ll: i!7i1, J4:lllrra'ing, a lrr:xr-

lJSumers "-lrperit<lger',1 a
ric',c:l ior ren-yrar-rrlti$, ar
rhe t*p of tlrr list, $"as al-
ft *s{ *!' *:}tI f i il} e$ .i$.p$}-};t-
lar' e"s tJlt: *ix:(r-iJt{itr:sibi*^l
A*:tIe Ferl*tric{, lvha, r:a:rx
!l l*r- LiLraria{rs scn;llng
l}l iallots c{)nln1er.t€ld lIiar
l"l*1$fi *,f*:v*r.t' lirn$ *niu*f :
sal .\t rht ltil,a'11,1t**rrtr-
ilon3l L arrrrrlurlrtj lcncoi
in 5au'li Arahii. "S,r3rer-
fltJ.gc" 1!*!)r1 Irlnds cic'tlri.

't'he r*sultl' *i r:he p+11

rv*r* disapp+ir.rtirg. tr] thr
$*r:,*#sj *,;iii*r wh* r:cr:-
$,urteC jr. 5he r:r.as s:rd-
dr:ltd, she lvtst*s ts {r1*.
rerli iijl+ 1.(1{es furt: pqer+,

f *;lrxpr ,!-ilvtIstei;,ri {':r
fair,r' trics (errept o:t-1i*-

d.=rr'llali], tir frir r'1a*;ics

{"Littl* : \1r+n:*n*8 ;f il,'l*n'!

Sax,'r.*r',t' i'Tlr e $*r-'rerGa r-
d*nr"' a::d "3tl:":3.,J3+gpir'tt'
rt'er* he";'*l:" ,i*.. t!* rxr:-
niirg ]. 5*;::e ai the lj!;rar-
!1.1se-' * |1,; f,:r.,riid*.1 th.
*&,ik{r*r:ls Lr;*il*ts +pirer# ed
{"*ttt's c{ :idr:lt rlesg;:iir .rniL
f,','f,11 afl,1lliit i i;S$r]:erli" r.,(r'::-
sir:rt*ii **t *n.i . L! ,Sh:+lri
l,lL !'+ tlrr c;ilri.rc r,i i::e
crrr rv;: list "J he ff+clJr.,r
edir*r srrr:lalrt lr:,,rtr;r'rgt]:*
ri:em L,y pi'i*tice ;.,r:r ehl{

J1".*: ,:.i:ci;,r ;slr# ,ir#nr beLt*tred .rg.*Irifdcr;*#3 lll**
J.li* :e,,1*,tlg 3tr::r *?'t;a ii?rlrlr*sf3j



ber of rewrites, the book, entitled"
'j{ggi"" House," ivas publishe d. School
Lzltrar_t J ourtnl damnecl it as ,,feather-
weight sociology.,' I-lorvever, r,,,hile
rel'ising "Iggie,s Houser? Biume rr.as
rvriting a much better book, ,,Are you
f'here Codl lt's h,{e, Marsarer.,'
ahout tJre emorionai nrr*oii 

"F, *jrfon the brink of adolescence. Wheieas
"Iggie's House" had a contri"ra ptot.*i\.{argaret" haqi no plot orher iihan
Blume's orvn vivid r:ienrories of the
trials of transition. In k".p;ne .*,iili
the era of literary candor'thit lrati
recently dar,l-ned even in chiidr.en's
books, Blunre ti.ecitled, not to cerlsor
tlrose mem<iries. $Iargaret,s thoughrs
are filled mainly rvith t-remulorr. *.rii.i-
pation of menr;trua tion. Kirfuu Re-
trietcs, a powerful r.oice in publisirinr,
disliked the theme. Booklist zurd th"e

Ti*t gave the book favorabl" b;;
brief cbrnment, School Librar3 Ia*.rnal
calleri it '{rea1istic," 

"rrd 
.o*Jerrtert on

its "sincerity" but predicteel tha.t it
would appeai to a limited gronpl i.e.,
girls approaching pubertl'. Blurne 's
third novel, a )'ear iater, u'as a com-
panion piece to "h,Iargaret," telling of
the tribulations of a lhirteen-yearlold.
boy pl.agued by .sexual stirrlnei.. A*iain
Blume applied a formula of .*iia;A
description. 'I'he book's title, ,,Then
Again, Maybe I !trron't," reiects the
hero's uncertaintl about practically
everything. fuIealwhile, inspired by 'a

news item ahout a toddler who had
swallowed lris familyls pet rurtle,
Biume had- written the texi fcr a pic-
ture :book, $'llich Bradbury d,ec1i:!ed,
with a slight shudder, orl the grotrnd
that the idea might be catching.Sl':m.
subnritted the i'ext to E. P."Dutton.
r+'here an imaginative editor, llnn
Durell, ,saw in lit the clirnax oi a ,hu-
morous novel. IJlirme obedientir, wrote
"'Fales of a Fourth Grade Noihing,"
the rueful la:lent of a nine-year.-6ld
who 6nds his little brothe.r:'unbearabJe.
Rer.ier,+rrs tiked the bcok, but it sold.
otrly madestly. By 1974, four more
Blunre novels had heen published.
Nr>ne auracted gr&rt attenfiorr.

3ut in 197f Delt harl published
*'\!a1garet" in paperhack. making it
widely ayaijable to )roung readers
without the inten ention of librari,ans.
Suddenly, Blume and her audiernce
found bach other. Ne.ws that a. b,ook
describing the ordeal of:,puberty. r*'it} *
out mincing words could be had for
serreflty*fise cents spread through ev-
ery sixth grade in tlre land, and proba-
hly throtrgb lower grades, to the dawn
of literacy. Dernand for "lV1arga:ret"
condnued !o gt'or&'; aad +ay haveltreen
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increased by the puhlication, in l9?5,
of "Forever," a noyel that is billed as

-a 
bgok frrr "l'oung Adults,tt Although

bor:ks about lost viigfiritl, are not uii._
cornmo:l for okler teen*agers, ,Tor_
ever" disnrayed parents *nil liirr*i^rr"
hecluse Blurnels younger fans also
rushed to buy ir. Sook-baciners rushed
{.o the ramparts. The r:ontroversy
helped rnake "JForeverD a lest-setter,
iiirice then, Blume has puihlishetl four
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more novels, inciuding an adult book.
"IVifey." Nor.te havE had ,"r" ..-
loie''[d.s. None,,have hCe-* aw.arded an1,
top prizes. Ail irave been smash hia.
FIer e:rly books have bec,ome stea<ly
sellers. f'he liardcover saje of all her
titles total more than a mill;ion, but the
ttue measure of her audience is indi-
cated by her paperback ,sales, which
haye heen estimated at twentT-seyerl
million. "fhat is a staggr:rins fiqure
for children's boo[s. In-I$t8 i,:tt J."-
tire population bet*een the ages of five
and se-v€nteen rvas estimat,rd at forty-
six million.

C)n my {irsr exposure h: Blume, a
fe*' years ago, )[ rurned out to be inr-
mrrne to Blurne '{ever. :t[er realisra

,. - struck me as shallowr,aotl f was put off
i..,r:,iby her knack {or: obseryins urrpteasarit
'1 ' details. Recently, I reari her again,
1. determineri ro find her m*gic formula,
:, anrl I am now ready to amend mv
: views. ln a Jucly Blurne bc,ok, realism

is everything. True, it hzr_s no great
deprh, but it is extraordi;nariiy ion-

il . +incing. "I'rue, she includes ,r,tpi***nt
, ,, d€tails*-- things we all notice but ruu-
., ally clon't mention:yet they increase
- the credibility thar is rhe sc,urci of her'' magnetic power. Blune's technigue

miglrt be compared ta cr#ma virit6.
She writes as though fiImin.g the land-:. sc-ape of childhood from tlre eye level
of a child. She fqcusses on neirbl, sb-
jects and immediate events wiih a

: child's inrense gaz-e, piciring. out de-
"; tails that evoke instintreeognirion. As

in a pJay, dialogue carriei the story
along. It is collocJriial, oJ,ten funn1,,
and always revealing. Blunre doesntr

Tr-rtg worcls. Her stories are toid in
the first pcrson-sustaihed soliloquies- that are prodigies of total recal. Each

il lrcok hegins on a note of candor. lVe
4,,' have thi feeling of readirrg a s€cret

,' diary-somethiig the wrir# intenrled
only for himself.-Thus, ir :;eems naru-

, ral when usual.ly private tnarters are
,i included. Oftcnn rJrey are things that
,1 have .to do with the dawning of sex,

.,i " and though most are (uite i.flnocuous ii
It 'it " shoii< to sce them sudricnly cx-
: , posed in prinr. The e$ect is a mes-
i,:fjimerizine' :intirnacr,'. whjeh convinces



Bluure.'s rtadets tlrat she writes the
whole truth about *,hat kids thir:k ancl
feeI.

Tlie- heroine of 'rAre Yau Tlrere
Gorll ltls ['Xe, I\{argafet}' is ne,aily
nvelve. Her overriding concern is that
she wontt rnature as fast :rs hu' f,rier:ds,
thouglr her heed is ,also .filled with
thouEhts about schoo)., the :boy rvlur
$rows th€ 1a:lvrr, the ques,tion ot
whether t* he Jervish, like her father,
or Christian, like her mother, and nevr
social experiences, u'liich inc"lude *
first party wlre're kissirrg games are
played. As I\tlargaret. confides in God
(a device that rubs rne the lviong way
hut rhat I learned r() put up *,ith), she
git:es Llim a n^rnning account of :eYenis

during tiiis suspense{rl tirne" She is
conscientious, rc)ating elierything she
deems irnportant. Sach rietai-l lras
meanir:g. For example, her list o,f

preFaxatiorls {or her first dalt irr a trew
school tells trs irow eager and anxiorrs
she feels: 'rOn lVednisda;' rright m1'

urother helped nre rv:asl: rny hail. $he
set it,in big'rollers dor me. I planned to
sleep like that ali night liut after an
hour they hurt nry head so I took theur
uur. . . . I got up earlv but I trad trou-
ble eating, . , . I put oll ffy rrelv blte
plaitl cr:tton bacli-to-school dress. . ,..
f worc my brown loafers w.it!1o-ut

soeks, S{}r n.rother thought.that ry*s
dun1b,'f MarEaret ref'used to wear
.socks hecarse her ne,rv friend Nanc.s
had advised her that only drips lvear
socks wir,!r ]oafers. -She arr:ir'*s at
school rl'idr lilistered feet olrly' rci find
that Nancy 1v.1s wrorlg*half tht girls
are q,earir-rg knee socks. "Ilhe school
day rnoves on. Margarit is, tlirilt:tl,
rvhen lt{,ancy slips irer a lrqte: tr$ecret

elub mr'cts tu,iu1:ufter school rny house

-11s 
so('ksl>' At the meeiing. l\'{arg,a-

rec fir'rds tl"re tl'rree cther ,rnembe.rs are
rnore rvorldiy rhan'she. Valiantly hid-
irrg her lack oi sophistication, slte sub-
..iib.* tc) the cl;b'$ coverlants. ]ia{)lr
mernber unrst ,keep a list ,'ei{'hg;rs,,she
3'lilces;t' use a seciet $:tt}]e' atld:lnrea.r a

bra ro m€etil]gsi ll{argar-et' doeslitt
pgssess one. l3uyilrg i:t is a mcnlelltori,t
experience. So is the club's next nreet-
ing, rvhich begins r'vith the oremb,ers

sr+iingirg their arrns to tlie r:bant t'ljlie

olust-r{'e ll1llst.-}vc niust Increase
<.rur Ltlstl" Inevitahlyn I'izurcyrs brotlrer
and" a friend eavestlrop ouside the iretl-
room ,door. As th.e cl.uh member:s file
out, the boys recite the chant, hooting
rvitir laughter, (Blume kqows that one

c,f youthts rnost terrible trials is vul-
lrerabi.lity tc.l enbarra$$rent.) Little by
little, the club peters out, but :tot
befnre a rneetilrg that discioses yet

l!:j: THr NtV YOtilt€R
ranother ilvelve-year-old s€cret*curi-;' osiV abour the op;:osite sex {n Mar-r garetls bedroonr, witli the door closecl

., 'and a chair shovecl in front 1if it, the
members exarnine a purloined. cop;r of

, ''ftr tn?tonrv hook, Tliey open if to a

f diagram o{ the:rnale bqly; ' ,: "".-
i "Do yuq suppcsc rhar's rvhat,Phllip !re,-

I loy looks .liktl nithorit his clotlres ori?'i
i .lanie eskrd.

i I .--,)l::::li:;',,,'t+'*1" xarisll saiil; "ife's
:. tnale. lsnthcr'-,-i l'Turntlr*;ug*,$rerqhen;'Ndiic1,said.

'I'hs rrcxt page ruas tlle male.reorc,duc-
.., tise q'stcr:'l. Noie of 'us'iaid'.""yt.hing. il,b

itlst Itraked until Naniv told rrs.-"\,fi:'hrc,ther 
looks like that-" -

"lt[oro' dLr yc,u knori?" ] asked.
".!-Ie rvalks around nakc{," I'ia:nei' said.
"tri-r latl.rcr used to walk arourrd naked,"

Gretcherr sait!. ''llut latrJy he's str:pped
, rlt,ing it."
: ''lo{l' ar}nt rl,cnr to a rrudist .ci:lony last

sumlner," Janic. said. . . .: 
.... 

"l{ihat. dn yc'u suppose rhcy do thert?"
Glctcherr asked.

".::t 'J*st rlalk a,rcund n.rkei{ ii,u.ll.- X'ly "*,lt,,;i: $i,vs it's very pcaceful-, ,

,i.: 'I'tlis u""rru und,i,'utheis,.Jike: it a'e
. frrrrnl to us but:$trong stuff t,cr a cliild' reader-the junior .eguivalenr o{ the

i,11 tough, tell-it-like.it:is prose <if count-
.-,. iess adtrlt novels todal',' l1 i:r easy to
i+,imagine the surprise o{ iwdh;e-year-

oJd readers as they recognii:e them-
-. selves caught cloing and r'hinking

'. things they usually conCeil from
' adrrks. They rnust fccl a chill go up
, their spir"re as they rvonder '"Itrow on

earth did slre know?" Scenes like these
'.' shock sorne adults, too, rvho ,;ontplain

that sexualitl' pertades Btrume,'s books.
It does*b,rt only t': the degree that it

r:: enters nlost young minds. Except per-
t1' haps in "I'orevcrr" Blurne'intparts rlo

I illicit kntrwiedge liut ryereiy {ills in ar:
' ,',area of adolescelrt experienc': usually
;i.:,lefr blank ilt prinr. And sh': does it
, with a hlanri openness rhat allows her
: "to retort to critics., "IIoni soi,L qui nnl
: .y 

1ten.se,,'
ti-rr. Blun:e is ,+ersati1l,., rHer "realisar
i:;:,r ':



:X,{ichael, aiso sevenrieen. Blume's de
scription of ,rvhat liatherine.an.&'Mi

" cheei do in beri, ald what lKathe
: Iine feels, is a carefully worded,,answe
io quigtions hygiene manuils'fail tt
address. T}e affaii enrls.when Kathe.
iine falls out of love a*<l rcaiizes emo.
tions can be rrnreli:ri:ler l , found thr
f,ncounter one af the dullest btr,iec.ortl
but it is easy to see thar a n3^il'e lfadet

' 
rnust fi nd i t f asc i nati rigll, ggf.e."ilitig. I,
is qqually obvio-us,,thit s11dri:r4. boo}

'iould kick uo ouite a. sttiril.
" IVithout iirl r"r'elntions' of "For-
cver" ancl. the sma1I, stuming .shock
fhat Blu me sprinli:Ies throup;h her
othel l:ooks likc nuxr in a browirie, she

migbt not have lur$d sornalty nrillions
of readers, but she llas also won her
audience tlrrotrgh honcst work, supe-

,,rior craftsrnanship, :ind a talelt for re-
cleating rrn Fva$escCnt period:oi: life-
the veirs frorn nin,g to. tiiit*e". She: rvrites about rhe to,q\eliness oli bbing

: youlrg; about youtidul'siciew-fear,
; anxiet;r, longing, g;uil1. Jt is rough
: being a kid, she ofren*sa1's, Her kids
': are swept aiong by capricioug iu1:rerts.
' 'lhey struggle to keep $iii s,snse of
, humor, and to keep th'eii leadi abor-e

wster, At the end of the si'ory; tbey
find their feet {or a"r:noment,of r:quilib:- rium as they conternplate the next

:" stage of life. I syurpathize rvith the
llibrarians who hate to see "Torn $arv-

." 1.'er'1 and the rest of the books tue have
all loved shoved off the shelves, but the
times, not Biurne, are to !:ianre for
that. I 6nd niuch in Blume to he
thankf u1 for. She i5nl1 -sqary ,:rr sjck.
$he writes clean, sruift, unzdorneil:

1:,,prose. She lras convinced millions of ii young people that truth c4n b,: foundl
in a book and tJrat reacling is ftur, At aj

. time that maril' lriilievr may be thel
trvilight of the written rrord,-tlose arel
things to be grateful For. 

I

itlF ,tri, ):ear's crcp sJ new books isi

'?'I any indication, pubiishers don'tI
ii sir"r. the libralians' dcspaii. lihey'vel
-,,brought out a tierrrendous variCty of 

I

titles-ranging froru pop-ups {or ba:f
bies to nes' etiitiar:s of the eJassics-l

:: evidentll, conr,inced' that no *nn*t 
I

horry kids vote the",r'I still re:ld goodl
."-hooks. Scrihnelrs is continuing a series, I
, begirn several yean; agor that reorintsl
t,beqtrtifui editions ol the classics, rvithl
tlie or:igina,l iJlustrations.'Ih:rs J'ear'sl
vbltrrlcs a.re t'Robinson Crtrsoc," illus-i
irated b)'i-*. C. W;'eth ($li,{}5), anrll

..-Kenrrcth Oralrarne's 'lI'ht lYind ini
-r thc lVillorrys-l* ilftistratc<i bv, Ernest ll . I

ff$fepara {$li:9sj,, vikihglnas a rivail

,ffdltton of "'Ihe,lr4lind-in ihe lYil-l

setves eqtralh' weil for cornic e{iect in
"TrJes if o'Fourth Grade Nothing,"
the srvalio*ed-turfle book, Kids al-
,r.vatr+ fi:rtl 'llti*l*ing tabrlos: 'and r*en-
tioning er:rbarrassmertts irnnienscll'
funn;'.-"Foi.rrtll Gratle Nothing" is a

slapstick c*medy o{ [;rmily ]iie in
wl'iieh nir:e-year-<*rJ Peter is a "-ictim
ol cir:curn$tance, i{is hithertcr comfort-
atjle life ccries utrhitrgeil rvien his
parrnts p!{rduce a **cond chitrd" nick
rr;tmed F,rdge, on rvhom *rey ioolish)t'
dote. F<lr Feter, life 'rvith Fudge is a

series of irrdignities and incrt,l,r't-
nier:res. Ilis view of his littlt: 'nratirer
is un*louiled b1' s*;rtilne.ntality Here,
lor ilsta:tce, 'lre tlescribes Fudgets
third-blrthtla)' party:

Ralnlr an!r'ed fitst. IJe's r*aliy {ar- Arx}
Ite isn;t even four ve;rrs old. l-lc doesn't sa1'

nruclt cittrer. l{e gruttrs and grabs n lot.
th,:ugh. Llsually trii utouth is strrffed {ull ol
somethint. . . .

I.rrrrie"Rrrivr,J lext. Slrc riss u'carirr13

litiL's'hitt'sloves and p:rtti' slrocs. She

t:r,,:tr cirrricd-a poLrketb(lok. Besides rhat
she hsd on dirty iean-. and an oli s*'eatcr'
[.Isr mollrer . . . said sht cou]dnlt do any-

rt'ith .J*nnit lately*especi*lig silrcething rvrth .li:ru\ti' lAtely*
she had takril to |titing.. '.r liad tak,:n tc I'iting.. ' .

Sanr (,arnt la5r" l:lc carricd,a big pr*:enr
f6s fr-rdge i:ut he rtas e ryir:g. ' - - Sam

<,rabheC- untct his tttt thtr's lt:g arld
ir."an,eri . . . iVe rrere rrady to bcgin. \fc
had arr sater, a hiter' and a crier- i[]
thought n:y nrorl-tt:t' rvas slightly ctar.y ferr

drcanrirtg trp titt' party.

Peter's account of f:rmily' follies is
conti11ued i11 '{Superfudge," i* rvhich
he is furdrer burdened l:y a i:ab,v siste-r.
t'Superfudge" is a contpendiunl of

r*.il-lroy iio*ot' 'l'he high point rnal'

t,e an episode concerning a lady who is
u'illing to pay Peter for collecting
rvorms, She offers 6ve cents a worlD'
Peter and I'ris p:xtner irr the worm
business speculate o$ rs'hat tire larJlt

does 'lvith:them: \forrn soupl trtrrorm

ster+'? \4rormrar:d.-clreese sandrvichtsl
By the time .they get t€ worm ice

.i"**, dtey n5s doubled over with
iaughter- \4lorm iokes :ire not new' Llutiaughter. jokes :ire not nel?' Llut

thei're surefire, ancl Blume $eeln$ to

have a limitless store ol similar tauch-
stones oI childhood. Httwer'er, "Super-
fudge" is better than a rnere'jc,ke bor.lk'

Th! fun lies in Petsr's dry wit, y'tt

for which some critics irave t:ot I'ot-
given her. "Forever" is the car*e his-

icrry of a teerl-ager's a{Tair, in rv}riclt

Kaiherine, seventeen, deludes hetsel

bene.:rth his veneer t'rf clnicism : rlhe

reader can detect a warm ernotiorla]

message as Peter unconsciously revt:als

his giowing fondness for both iittle
Dests.' No repc,rt on Biunre is cor:rPlere

rr.itlrout a look at ttForeYet:," the b'aok

that shr is trul-l. in love and sleeps'lrith



lows," iliustrated by Joh:r Burn-
.ingham {$15.i5). Those *,ho were
brought iip on Shepard rvill like him
best, but Surningharn is aJso very
good. The prices Jf these lrooks give 'a

clue to :whl: mass-narket and paper,-
back publishers ar€ gaining so :nuch
grou*d. A fa,idy small sltel{ of lar*-,
cover books lor children can easilf cosr
hun*reds of dejllars, Sven a singli pic.
rure book is rot the casrlal purftlase.ie
once was, but for that reason it niiglrt
be a.tr even more important arrd rvel-
corrre gift, Ilere, then, are notes on
books I've iiked, offered with conii-
dence tirat therr are rnany Christrnas
shoppers forturrate enough to have ar-
dent young readers in mind.

The 6rit list is a selectiorr of uicture
books for children fron lap si"e ro
seven or eight years old:

Porui-a.n Nunsuny Ruylrrs (Gros-
set & Dunlap; $8.95). A generous
helping of Mother Goose enhanced by
explanations of the origins of her
sonietinres baftling verses. Best af all,
there a.re more than tr+'o hundred clas-
sic illustrations, ranging from very
early ones to tlie wor:k of such masrers
as lYalter Crane and Kate Green^
:rvay, It is great luck to find so rnuch
in one handsorne book.

'f time he can read anothe r book by Ste- l!ll:vensoll. I

ll T'rrr GnEr:' lJrc; Iisnrcr*rrv I

ll Brro','r'rrur lirlsrrR Ec.c, written and l
lf illu.ttotert b1' Janres- Ster.e's,onl
[] (Greenwiliorv; g 1 0.50), An especially I

$l ftnny new story ioid by iaid-back I

fl Grandpa, rqho is ai*a11i one jump i
f Iahead af Marl' Arur and l,ouie. 1t 

I

fi concerns a trip to tlre I ramrrris,tan I

fl N{ountain$, lrome of a hird that I

fl1ays the *'orld's greatest eggs. Brav-[
ll ing bears, blizzards, :urd sea nron- !

fisters, Grandpa never loses his c,col, l

[l end Stevenson never ru{rs out of srur- 
|

fi pr$es' I

fl ANGxr.r**a I3aLLER+I*, by Katha- |

fl rine l"Iolabird, illustr;rted l:y l:ft:len I

fl Craig (Potter; $5.95). A pretty book I

fl about a littie mouse r"rho dances all day I
[l 1or,g, driring lrer parents mad until I

fl rhey ilsq;4. to send her to fu{iss Li.tly's I

[l bai]et classes. Angeiina.is charmine in 
I

$l a tutni lrei story rr' $erltle an6 pleaslttg, I

fi '1'rrr Prnr\r-s trfno '.['srEn 'ro Cae- [

!l tutt -t'rtu N{oc:x, by l)ennis llasdey, I
l 
I ilirrstrnted hy Sue True;dell (Harper & [

. I Rorv: $8,9 t ). A totaily weird tale I

Ilot'oui u 6.ri* pirote *]rose wi,:kcd {

tld.eAr krrr;rv no end urtil he attempts|

f lthe r"icke,lest o{ all--capt:uring il e 
}

If moo.u. Fumy-ugly draw'ings car1r out I
" I an inraginative idea th:it leavtrs a 

I
lmooniihe afterglow. I

I Trrc Aur'er'J'runrs or Pr**occrtto, I
i I by Carlo Collodi, adapr;qfl by Stephanie I

llSpinner, illustraterl b;' Diarre Gcode I

i l(Randonr l-iouse; $6.9jt), The storry of I
i I the mischievous puppet rvho learns !
1 I virtue the hard wav 11'€ars wonder[u-i]v I

! |oeil.'f'his abbreriate(l r"ersiolr nlnk.sI
i lfust, excitirrg re:rding for younger 

I

{ l'children who arct:'t tr[' to the full tcxt. I

f l l, ir ,'r.ell illustrateA. ( { cornt'lete "Pi- i

f l nocchio," lor oider readers, ii ]ist,:cl irr !

i I the nert section.) :

Il l!i.^'il,i Jiin, b1r Jea,r Cerrard,l
fil:illustr:atcd by Roy Gerrard (Farrar,

$ J St'*,,t & (;iinur; $ 10.50). This s,tor1 :

$[,in verse, of a littie English girl':; trip
$ lto the seashorc is a vehicle for R.o;'

$ l {ierrard's absc'rbing, slightJy eerie r,ra-

f I tercoiors of busy Victorian scenes. I:lis

$ | realisrn is acconrpa:ried hy triclis of

$ldistorti<-,n that impart a drcamlil:e at-
$ lmoSphere.
$ I Ar-tx RerurrIuBliRs;, by I'ielen \r.
t lG.iitrrl,, illustrared by Donald Carrick

l(Greenrvillow; $10.50). One night,
, I AJex, the dog, stares int.o the s\y- He

I sees stratrge shapes. M;sterious feel-

lings stir inside him., arrd he Irowls'
'l"Yorr're remernbe.ringr" thc cat ex-

"l plains. This brief storT capture$:io$le-

ful qhing that hatttrts everyone on rn'conlit
&:lniehts.

trfno Sanx 'rHa Bo^Tl, lvritten
and illusuated by Pamela Allen (Cow-
ard, fuJcCann;,9 10.95), Five friends-
a colv, a donkey, a sheep, a pig, and a

rnouse-decide to go rorving- in a l'ery
small hr>at. As each climhs abo:ud,
disaster grorvs more inrminent. 'flte
idea is,fu*ny, the picturts are splerdid,
ar:d tlre ensy rtext iS just riglrt for the'
very yourlg.

'Iur \{Irr-i: B.qev Gors ro Sur, by'

Barbro Lirrdgren, i.litrstrated by Evr,
Eriksson, adapted from the Su,edish b1'

Jack Preluts\. (Gr,e*r-rrvillorv; $9, 50 )..
Therels no holding the lilild Baby
once thai ralfish t1'ke from SwederL

takes a notion,ta ds sornething. :: ihi:r
time, he sails oS in a wosden, box.
\{rates and monsrers terrify his faint-.
hear:ied s1srv, but the indomitairJe
Baby finds each danger glorious fun.
Other rvild babies, rvild mothers*-
evcn wild grandmothers-will br:

equaily a:nused.
GnaNrpnts Genal Cr:rx Tourr:

As ALI'ri.qBe'r Boon, written and i.l-
lustrateri by James Steve:rson (Green-
willorv; $10.50). Our old friends
Louie, I{ary Ann; and Grandpa ar-
rive via Alligator Air Lines to finrj
New Yorh Amazingly transformerl
into an Alphabetical Advenrure. Eacln
sce$e has,so muclt,.to ligure:out,,it may
'take a child until 

.Easter-at 
whicln
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TuE R.qxno:vl Htluse Boorc or

Pc,rt"Hr' r'oR CHrl.i;nxN, selected bv,
Jach Prelutsky, illustrate.rl by ,{r;"iii
Loirel ( Ranilonr I"Lorrse; '$ i:.pS I.l
Tharrks ln lrrrro c*.o"io-^o ^i "^.;:,i iThanks to long experience oi rea<lin
poetry al<.rud to children. larlr lPreli'rpo*ry aloud ro chi

rg

Japk lPretuil;
lr-1. ri-"'i. *;'; ilil li;;,'#:;
poems! surprising po€ms, poems enea
wirh rhythrn and wirty rhmes-laboye
all, firsr-rate poerns, 

-Thire 
arr: rnore

tlra.n fir,e hundred in this loveil, book.

fr,yrl', page is ornamerrted by Arnoid
Lotlel-s supelb plctures.

A Jl.Isnrnv,ri, Fnnsr; r*.rittrn ,a1rd,

illustrared bi' Aliki {Crow-ell; Ji9.95j,
Ih olden days in Europe, rvord of 'a
royal visit set olf immense prepara-
tions, Er.eryone on the hostls e5taie got
busy. Lir.ely scenes of hunting, ha#k-
ing, baking, brerving, and mJih niore
are shou'n in pictures that glow Jike
stained glass. 'ihe text is sliri, but the
illustratiorrs are srilnptuous.

:

I-trE.RE is somg excellenr reading
.l I {or reading aloud) for young"-
sters lrom about seven-at the beqin-
niilg of the list-up to ten or tweli,e:

Snur* L;\.tr"ti, rvriiten and iilus-
trated bJ' Brsm Ho6an ,{Harper &
Row; 98.95). Jarr.ey, a young ikunk,
is conielt ro lounge 41ound the house
until lris parents gently suggest he set
ortt on his orvn. lt is rough at firsi, but
Jarvey -winds up drin*=rng u,oe-ii"g,
grog $,ith sorne' banjo.strumming rac-
ccrons-and cleaning up his ne*' home
in- the nrorning. .{ deligirtful story,
g'ith nice black-ancl-wlrite iliustrationt.

THn K,rrcHT or=r.Hn Goi-prN
Ptnrx, by h{ollie [{.unter, illu:strated
b1' Marc Simont {Harper & Row;
$10.95). The tale begins, "There was
a boy once, rvho decided to be a knight

-a strong a.rrd feadess knight." 31e
beconres Sir Daunrless and rides a

black charger through dark forests
and dreaclful clangers' to aid lovely
Dorab5:i]a, a maidir: with me"u.n-goli
ha.i:, !\riitten !n .rjgfr;. exiitir;g Ia,*-
guage, and itith, lOvel1. i1tr11s1,16or,".
tiiis is a perfettlitrle bCIok.

T'sc $rlcn or fimn'r.tr*; VrrllNc, b.y

Terry Jones, illnstratetl b1. hfichael
Foreman'($eirocke*; 915.95). Terry
Jones, of I orrty Pythonn .is :.1 schr:lar
and magician who knorvs horv ro take
old urles apart,and put thern.b;rck to,-
gether better tha:l er'"er. .E[{s,:' li:ikings,
having set sail for the edge of the
rvorJd, find marvels and periis lireatcr
tharr a:ry, imagir,ed before*anri rnore
fun to read aho'ut, iVlichael Forernan's
illustrations are nagical, too.

'I'nn AnveN:rulr&s eF Frror;ctlro,
ir1, C. Collodi, translared fram the

Italian by IVI, L. Itosenthai, iliustrared
by Troy Flotr:Il (Lothrc,p, Lee &
Shcpard; $16.50). i'inocchlo sprinss
to life looking )ounger tharr cver irri
Jn,ely ncu, tralrslaticrn, wlriclr ccle_
bratcs the lxrok's hundredtlr birth<Iav.
The entire lext is here, in, thirty-six
cngrossing chapters.

Fnrn'i Farn, by Leon Giarfield, il.
lustrated by S. D. Schindlerr (Dol'r-bte-
day; $10.95). I, lrameless boy shares
a cnrsr. u.'ith a hungry dog, finds a gold-
en -key tied to the dog,s neck*and
we're off rhroul3h snorvy .Londol to
scarch for the door it wilI orlen. A
vividly told tale, *'ith an .,.tdi.trg *
warm a.rid delicious,, a.s a ehr,iai-mas
pudding.

* !,lrvrr' FOR Tr.tE L*r.r:lcucPs, by
eff Brow,n, iilustrated bv Lvnn
Vheelins (Harper & I{orv:' S9.qSr-Wheeling. (.Harper & I{orv;' Sl.0Si.
I lre l.,anlbchops are a pleas;ant family
rvho adjust u'elj when their son, Stan-
ley,. rliscovers thatranrold taapct found
on th€ heaclr contains a pla,pid,young
gelrie eager to get out ,rrrd 

-grun't

r.vishcs. It couldn't have happened to
nicer people, and rhat is rl.hat makes
tliis such a gr:od story.

Cur.rrvn-n's'l'xnvru, bi, Ionatharr
Swift, illusrrated try bJria S*Ji
(il{orrow; $iCI.rtO). Swift':; dazzlins
fantasy irr u'hich big becomes little ani
litt-ie beconres big rcmains onc of the
hest adventure stories erer written.
'I'his attractive. edition c.on,tains Gul-
Iiver's visits to f-iliiput :rnd Srob*
di,1gl1g',, iliustrated with srrrorlg pcn-
ano-)JlK orawtngs.

Gop, iWns. IrfusxRrvr ouru Auxr-
I)o:r, bJ' Isabel,: Hoiland (Westmin-
ster; g 10 i. Af ter Aunt Dor, he r
guardian, sends her beloved dog to the
pound, eleven-year-old Ilebecca is
angry at everyone-God inciridecl.
,$he turrrs ro falttasy rfriends, a morh-
e.rly nruskrat, and an eccentric cat

bd], fot comforl and adr.ice, Isabel]e
Holland tackles large and fascinating
guesrior.rs-for exarnpJe, Do dogs
hayc sor"rlsl-and handles thcm beau-
tifulJy is an ur:Lusual, girite wonder-
fui story.

'fdEnn is n,rnfiction on a^ssorted
I -f subjects. J'he first fourc books arc
for reade.rs of tr:n o:: twelne, and" the
three others for,readers in tireir teens:

Busv Bucs, b1- Ada ,and Frank
Craham, illu-str:ated bv D. D. Tvler
(Dodd, il{ead; g9.95j. Th. autliors
'takera close look at the lifc,and times
of fourtecn insect species, siowi:rg tire
varied and:(to human beings) pecufi*r
rvays itsects nrake their lirrings. The
text on each species is brief, clear, and
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interesting. J'he black-e.nd-white il_
lustradons are precise, ar:d help make
this a splendicl' inroducti"r; ;; 

-G_
land'

B,rrloox 'fnri,, rvritten ancl illus-
,.r:l.l 

_t:y Ilur:k Scarrl, (prentice-HalJ;
$10.95). FIuck Scarry,i fine sketches
and charr;', inforrnative text describe
ltow halloons were ilvented, how thel,
work, and horv it feels to dri{r throusi
the si<y', and even, as once- happeiied-to
him, come dou'n with * 

"i*i," A;;._
ti1l,arl1 interesring book foi the tech-
rucat-mrnded.

UxHtr:uLrxc, by Alvin Scinvarrz.,
illusrratetl by Sue Trues<lell (Liripin_
cott; 99.95). Propounding ridaies'antl
sall,rng" therrr (unridiiiing) is alt an_
ctent sporr, and is stilj furi. Here is a
fi,ne collection, taken {r.orn Anrerica,r
folklore, that ntar soive ihe ritldle of
rvlrat ro give a certain nine- or ten-
1.ear-old on yt>ur list.

Tua Dor":g;ri Llr:ri .oii' :,poc,{rroN,
r-'rs, b1. Jean Fritz, illusrrate<i br, [d
Young (llurnam; $9,95). All tliat is
usually rernembered r:f ilocalionta.s is:
that she saved John Snrirh's iife. In,
trut-h, she was a par',:n in the cr:uel i

cosfiict betri;een, her peaple and ttre,
English srttlers of Jarnestow,r. Sketch- i

ing her brief, tragic lifr, Jean griu 
i

retnol:es lhe roryrantiC r,arnish {rOrr-i I

legend and tnrns history intu *r,nro*.- i
legend and turns history into engross_ i

lng rearrt). 
I

^Tn:t 
.li',rar;ur* i\ia::u.n.ttisri byl

Geraid. Durletl,'u.ith. Lee b";r;ii
(Knopi; $22.50). Gerald Durr"ll,
who is noted for vritty books ahoui
pursuing animais in exoric 1ll:rces, pro-
r.rder^ a pracrical guide for t,ouilger
collectt>rs. I-le givei advice qn l,orv to
study wildlife anyvilrere-ceiiar, anic,
marsh, meadotv, or }1,hefel,e-r. else yort
ma1' 6nd 1'ourself. trYith reanrs of-in-
formation and beautifril illustrations*-
photographs and dr,awitrgs in color
and i:r black-anti'whitel"tl:is book
can transform 'alnrost any excursion
into a field trip.

Srrr Agor,ti *su l4ronlr:s llur.oxn,
\',Judith trlerhst ( Atheneum; $ I 4.95):
I he rroubie rvith nrost books about
astiollomy is that rhe1. are u,ritten by
astrononrers, T'he aurhor of this ofie is
an amareur irr ioye s.ith thc srars rvlro
is able to riesciibe our universe in au
inlorr:al sry:i.e that ccmnrur.ricates her
orsn excircnrert. Illustrated x,ith nho-
tographs and dra'rvings ir; black-ancl-
$,li)t€.

DrxosauHs: Ax L-l*s:.:L.qrar: lir.s-
tooT, ll'-Fdlvin-I-L Cotben {Il*rl-
niold; $30). Dr. Colbert, a paleonrol-
ogist of rvorld renoir"-, *ho helped
create rhe dinosaur halls at the Arniri.

:u3 I!{*seuxr of Jrfarural ftisr+rgr
lrrings together ahsolutell, er,,erything a
sltlosaur enthusiast cotlid want t*
hnow in this dinos*rir-size liaok. S;-
p,erlr color aild,, b$sdk-i*h-whr:itr illus-
t"r*tions, taks$ fi:orxr, ffiany $ourr€s!
r1*et +ur cu.ris*ity, nraking it easier rs
tackle a d"r1'11' scie*tifie buI ver]' inter*
eslrng text.

tfa HREE no'u"e s,{,*r n€aders o$ terrA t:r nvelve:

- Tt** C**{es ro }I,Irr.lv Fn.tirnx*N,
hy James l-incoln Ca]lier and Christc*

fjl:: Callier {Delacorre; 912.95).
lYilly, a black girl, is frecd f:'om slav-

I
il
*
l:

il
I
T.

I

arm)' during tlie' &U*riian "Re1,rdr*,-
'tion. F{e is killed, ancl \4rilly,s mother

i1,{Jagq*O *ff hy the }riti*. teaving
'1.&ri13y alor:e in * tumultuous time. .&i
she tries ts find her' ftlorher: lffil1fi
tr:*k* being again ensl.aved. A glimpse
of histery u,hich shorvs hovr-fragile
free{CIm ts.

Fex Al*l+H, hy Jb'h:a, Rowrs ?*r+,n-
send {Li,ppin€cni $9.!15.}" Sni'af rhose
ffuly sarisfacrcry lJrifish ad.venture
tales abiiut a hoy fending for himself in
Djckenslan sluins lvhi]; eluding picus
:.relatirres lyhs l$suldi like t*, c.ansign
*im t* as,r orph.anese. The *erring iJa
grirn English rown iin the nineteen-
:tlventies. Dan's seaiclr fcr his ather is
a roller c$ast€r of suspense.

Ben:rqn 'r:Hr A?T:1i; !1..6r,r,, b]. Syl-
via Cassedy (Croweil; g 11,95,i n" ofd

ry when her father e:nlists in rhe rebel

rnansio-n eehoes wirh disern:bcdied
v€ices' and ll{aggie,, tire u,rr*"il}ing
$'ard of her ee.cintric g:reri.t*au$ts:
feels she must find tiicir source. Her
i:seareh and dist:gyfr), makc a first*rate
ghost stsry. The parrrair of lVlaggie,
an alienated child defying a hostite
world, is unforgettalr.[e. A beauti{uJJy
r.+'riften, v€ry triuching: story.

-F,c.r'frr 
M,tNur,"ry


